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ish trader of St. Louis, escaping captivity at Vin-
cennes, came to Kaskaskia with the information
that Hamilton had sent away most of his troops;
and this welcome news gave the doughty Kentuck-
ian a brilliant idea. He would defend his post by
attacking the invaders while they were yet at
Vincennes, and before they were ready to resume
operations. "The case is desperate/' he wrote to
Governor Henry, "but, sir, we must either quit
the country or attack Mr. Hamilton." He had
probably never heard of Scipio Africanus but,
like that indomitable Roman, he proposed to carry
the war straight into the enemy's country. "There
were undoubtedly appalling difficulties," says Mr.
Roosevelt, "in the way of a midwinter march and
attack; and the fact that Clark attempted and
performed the feat which Hamilton dared not try,
marks just the difference between a man of genius
and a good, brave, ordinary commander."

Preparations were pushed with all speed. A
large, flat-bottomed boat, the Willing, was fitted
out with four guns and was sent down the Missis-
sippi with forty men to ascend the Ohio and the
Wabash to a place of rendezvous not far from the
coveted post. By early February the depleted
companies were recruited to their full strength; and